
 

MEDICINE 
FROM A 
DIFFERENT 
PERSPECTIVE
-
AMA Victoria and the Personal Injury 
Education Foundation (PIEF) deliver 
impairment assessment courses using the 
American Medical Association Guides to 
the Evaluation of Permanent Impairment  
4th Edition and other prescribed methods, 
as applied to relevant Victorian legislation. 
To learn more about the courses,  
meet one of  our participants.  

I M P A I R M E N T  A S S E S S M E N T

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
VINCENT COUSINS

Otolaryngologist head  
and neck (ENT) surgeon





DID YOU KNOW:

Our members can access 
a 5% discount for the 

courses delivered  
in Victoria.



Firstly, can you give us a  
brief overview of your  
medical career?
I've been an otolaryngologist 
head and neck (ENT) surgeon 
since the mid 1980s in both 
private and public practice and 
was previously Head of Unit at 
The Alfred Hospital. I'm also 
an Adjunct Associate Clinical 
Professor at Monash University's 
Department of Surgery. My 
particular interest has been 
diseases of the ear  
and related conditions.
 I have included medico-legal 
assessments as a routine part  
of my practice since the 80s.
 I am a facilitator for the 
Otolaryngology Modules of 
the AMA impairment training 
courses and am co-author of the 
Guidelines for the Assessment of 
Impairment from Compensable 
Hearing Loss for the State of 
Victoria (2017).

How would you define the  
role and responsibilities of  
an impairment assessor?
This is a well-developed, 
standardised method to 
assessing the physical and/or 
psychological impairment from 
occupational injury, road trauma 
and other causes that assists 
in rehabilitation and provides 
compensation to those affected.

How long have you been an 
impairment assessor, and why 
did you get involved?
Since the 1990s. All medical 
specialties need to have an 
active group of practitioners 
involved in impairment 
assessment.
 
 Why should a clinician 
become an impairment assessor 
and when do you think is the 
right stage in a doctor’s career 
to begin this work?
The proper assessment of 
physical and psychological 
injury must be performed by 
Individuals with medical training 
and requires both generalists 

and specialists that manage 
the full range of conditions of 
all body systems that may be 
affected. Experienced medical 
practitioners who are actively 
involved in routine patient  
care are those best placed to 
assess illness and injury and  
the impairments that result 
from them. The earlier years  
of specialist practice is a good 
time to start.

In your experience, what is  
the most rewarding aspect of 
being an impairment assessor?
Seeing claimants assessed 
impartially with accurate and 
fair outcomes.

What is the most  
challenging aspect?
Assessing claimants with 
multiple system injuries in 
my own specialty and across 
specialties which is more often 
seen in those who have been 
involved in serious transport 
accidents.

Why is impairment assessment 
work important and what role 
does it play in society?
The system we have in 
Victoria provides a reliable 
and repeatable manner of 
assessment by experienced 
and well-trained medical 
practitioners leading to the 
provision of rehabilitation and 
fair compensation to injured 
individuals in the community. 
This assists in their resumption 
of as a normal a life as possible 
in their particular circumstances, 
including return to work  
if relevant.

How do interested  
doctors become an  
impairment assessor?
Complete the core and 
specialty module(s) of the AMA 
Impairment Assessment Training 
and register with the relevant 
statutory bodies, including 
WorkSafe and TAC.

IMPAIRMENT 
ASSESSMENT 
TRAINING
-  

Are you interested 
in diversifying your 
portfolio of clinical work 
by becoming a qualified 
Impairment Assessor for 
TAC, WorkSafe and the 
Wrongs Act in Victoria 
(AMA4) or Workers 
Compensation for SIRA 
applicable in NSW and 
other states (AMA5)? 
 Impairment assessment 
work can provide an 
attractive income stream 
for specialists (+5 years 
independent clinical 
practice) and has the 
flexibility to compliment 
private and public  
clinical practice.  
 It also provides an 
important social insurance 
function for government 
and the community. 
 AMA Victoria members 
will receive a special 
discount for courses  
only in Victoria.  

Please enquire at:  
training@amavic.com.au 

Impairment Assessment 
Training in Victoria

Impairment Assessment 
Training in  
New South Wales
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